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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the history of the Thai Dam ethnic group in
Sakaerai Village, Don Yai Hom Sub-District, Nakhon Pathom Province; (2) social and cultural changes
the group has undergone; (3) the impacts of those changes; and (4) approaches for preserving the
group’s traditions and culture. This was a qualitative research based on interviews with 20 key
informants, consisting of 4 academics, 2 people knowledgeable about the Thai Dam group, 2
community leaders, and 12 residents of Sakaerai Village. The data collection tool was a structured and
unstructured in-depth interview form. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis. The results
showed that (1) The Thai Dam ethnic group in Sakaerai Village, Don Yai Hom Sub-District, Nakhon
Pathom Province, originally came from Khao Yoi District in Phetchaburi Province about 100 years
ago. They moved because they did not want to compete with others for land to live on. (2) The major
social change that the group underwent was a transformation from a closed society to an open society
with more interaction with other social groups. This was mainly due to education, work and
intermarriage with outsiders. The Thai Dam society began to change along with national changes after
1957, when the government announced its first National Economic and Social Development Plan.
More visible changes occurred in the community starting after 1988, due to extension of transportation
infrastructure and modern medical services. Cultural changes occurred in the traditions, language,
occupations, way of life, and habitations, with a shift from traditional Thai Dam houses to modern style
houses. (3) The impact of social changes was a change in the traditional lifestyle and the adoption of
new developments that were compatible with the external society. The cultural changes had no impact
because the people in the Thai Dam community adjusted to the changing times but still maintained
their original culture. (4) To preserve the group’s traditions, consciousness-building activities should be
undertaken to let newer generations learn about and understand traditional customs and culture from
those who truly know about them. Government agencies should provide a budget to publicize local
cultural ceremonies and allow more people to observe or participate in them.

Keywords: Thai Dam, Ethnic community, Social and cultural change
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